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GRANITE STATERS INCREASINGLY COMFORTABLE IN PUBLIC; MAJORITY SUPPORT VACCINE MANDATE IN COLLEGES & HIGH SCHOOLS
DURHAM, NH - Majories of New Hampshire residents support requiring students at public universies, coleges, and high schools in the
state to be vaccinated in order to aend school in-person. State residents are increasingly comfortable parcipang in acvies in public,
with large increases since March in the number comfortable eang indoors at restaurants. Despite this, Granite Staters report only
slightly lower stress stemming from COVID-19 than in December and mask usage has declined only slightly since December when the
mask mandate was sl in place.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
eight hundred and twenty-four (1,824) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 13 and May 17, 2021.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the
state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party
registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Vaccine Mandates in Educaonal Se ngs
As COVID-19 vaccines have now been approved for children aged twelve and older, some universies and coleges have announced that
they wil require students coming to campus for the fal semester to be vaccinated. A majority of New Hampshire residents support such
a policy: 57% would strongly (41%) or somewhat (16%) support requiring al in-person students at public coleges and universies in the
state be vaccinated, 36% are somewhat (5%) or strongly (31%) opposed, 5% are neutral, and 2% are unsure. Most Democrats (87%) and
more than half (57%) of Independents are in favor of this policy but only 26% of Republicans agree.
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Comfortability with Public Acvies
New Hampshire residents are becoming increasingly comfortable with reopening the economy aer COVID-19 restricons have been
somewhat limited. More than seven in ten New Hampshire residents say that they are currently comfortable eang at a restaurant
sing outside (91%), going to a state beach on the ocean (88%), going to a barber shop or hair salon (84%), going to a state beach not
on the ocean (84%), and eang at a restaurant sing inside (72%). About half say they are currently comfortable aending a wedding
with 50 or more people (53%), going to a bar or pub (51%), going to a gym or health club (51%), going to a movie theater (49%), or going
to a colege or professional athlec stadium (46%), while 37% say they are currently comfortable going to a large concert.














Granite Staters also support requiring al public high school students to be vaccinated: 56% would strongly (39%) or somewhat (17%)
support this policy, 38% are somewhat (5%) or strongly (33%) opposed, 5% are neutral, and 1% are unsure. Most Democrats (86%) and
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Yes No Don't know/Not sure
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - May 2021
As COVID-19 cases connue to decline in New Hampshire and many restricons have been lied, Granite Staters report becoming
increasingly comfortable parcipang in public acvies. State residents are more likely than in March to say they are currently
comfortable parcipang in al of the folowing acvies, with the largest gains in the percentage comfortable eang at a restaurant
sing inside (+16 percentage points), going to a movie theater (+15), and going to an athlec stadium (+14).
Granite Staters who have not been vaccinated against COVID-19 and do not plan to do so connue to be more comfortable parcipang
in these acvies than those who plan to get vaccinated and those who are already fuly or paraly vaccinated. Al three groups are
about equaly likely to say they are currently comfortable eang at a restaurant sing outside, going to a state inland or ocean beach,
and going to a barber shop or hair salon. However, those who are not vaccinated and do not plan to do so are considerably more likely
to be comfortable aending a large wedding, going to a bar or pub, going to a gym or health club, going to a movie theater, going to a
stadium, or going to a large concert than those who have been vaccinated or plan to be.
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Change from March to May 2021
OVERALL
Fuly or partialy vaccinated
Almost certainly or probably wil get vaccinated
Almost certainly not or probably wil not get vaccinated
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - By Vaccinaon Status - May 2021
Despite their added protecon against contracng COVID-19, those who have been fuly or paraly vaccinated are more likely than
those who plan to get vaccinated and those who don't plan to get vaccinated to say they always or somemes wear a mask in the
folowing situaons.
Governor Chris Sununu has ended the statewide mandate that required New Hampshire residents to wear a mask or face covering when
in public spaces where they are unable to maintain a physical distance of six feet. In addion, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has
announced that fuly vaccinated individuals no longer need to wear masks in most situaons.
However, Granite Staters report wearing masks at only slightly lower rates than in December 2020. Eighty-three percent say they always
wear a mask or face covering while shopping at a grocery store or pharmacy, down from 89% in December, while only 10% say they
rarely or never do this. More than two-thirds (69%) say they always wear a mask or face covering when ge ng takeout from a
restaurant, down from 75% in December. Relavely few connue to wear a mask or face covering when socializing with family or friends
they don't live with or while exercising outside. Nineteen percent always wear a mask or face covering while socializing, down from 32%
in December, and 8% always wear one when exercising outside, down from 14% in December.
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Always or Somemes Wear Mask in Folowing Situaons - By Vaccinaon Status - May 2021
General Stress as a Result of the COVID-19 Pandemic - 0 = Not at Al Stressed, 10 = Extremely Stressed








































































Despite a sharp decline in COVID-19 cases across the country and in the state, New Hampshire residents are no less stressed about the
COVID-19 pandemic than they were in December. Twenty-eight percent of Granite Staters place themselves at 7, 8, 9, or 10 when asked
to place themselves on a 0-10 scale rang their overal level of stress as a result of COVID-19, down from 30% in December. Twenty-nine
percent report moderate stress (4, 5, or 6 on a 0-10 scale) and 43% report low stress (0, 1, 2, or 3 on a 0-10 scale).
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Democrats (-12 percentage points) are less likely than in December to report high levels of stress as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic, while Independents (+9) are more likely to say they are highly stressed.
Respondents aged 18 to 34 (-15) and those aged 65 and older (-8) are less likely than in December to report high levels of stress as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic while those aged 35 to 49 (+14) are more likely to say they are highly stressed.
Women (39%) remain more than twice as likely as men (17%) to report high levels of stress as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Those who are fuly or paraly vaccinated or plan to get vaccinated remain more than twice as likely as those who do not plan to
get vaccinated to report feeling highly stressed, but they are very slightly less likely than in December (-5 percentage points) to
report high levels of stress as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Those who do not plan to get vaccinated are equaly likely as in
December to report feeling highly stressed (+1).
The parsan gap in trust in science agencies as a source of informaon on COVID-19, which was virtualy non-existent at the beginning of
the pandemic, has once again reached new heights. Ninety-two percent of Democrats say they trust these agencies as a source of
informaon but just under half (39%) of Independents and only 13% of Republicans feel this way.
Trust in Official Coronavirus Informaon
Fiy-one percent of New Hampshire residents trust science agencies such as the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) as a source of
informaon about COVID-19, 39% do not trust them as a source of informaon, and 10% don't know or are unsure. The percentage who
say they don't trust science agencies (39%) is at an al-me high.












































Trust in Science Agencies as Source of Informaon on Coronavirus
Trust Don't trust Unsure



























































Trust Science Agencies as Source of Informaon on Coronavirus - by Party ID
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
eight hundred and twenty-four (1,824) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 13 and May 17, 2021.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate
for the May 2021 Granite State Pol is 30%. The design effect for the survey is 2.6%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 6,000 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.








































Voted for other 2020 candidate





































































May 2021 Granite State Pol Demographics
Strongly support
Somewhat

























Support or Oppose Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinaons for Public Colege and University Students
Would you support or oppose New Hampshire requiring al public colege and university students to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in
order to aend school in-person next fal?
Support or Oppose Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinaons for High School Students
Would you support or oppose your local public high school requiring al students to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in order to aend
school in-person next fal?
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Barber Shop or Hair Salon
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a barber shop or hair salon
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Eang at a Restaurant Sing Outside
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Eang at a restaurant sing outside







Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Movie Theater
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a movie theater











Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Eang at a Restaurant Sing Inside






























Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Gym or Health Club
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a gym or health club
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Colege or Professional Athlec Stadium
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a colege or professional athlec stadium
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Bar or Pub
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a bar or pub











Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Large Concert
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a large concert











Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a State Inland Beach
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a state inland beach (not on the ocean)
















Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Aending a Wedding with 50+ People
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Aending a wedding with 50 or more people
Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a State Beach on the Ocean
Currently, are you personaly comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? Going to a state beach on the ocean
Frequency Wearing Masks - Shopping at a Grocery Store or Pharmacy
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Shopping
at a grocery store or pharmacy
Always Sometimes Rarely Never















Frequency Wearing Masks - Exercising Outside
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing?
Exercising outside
Always Sometimes Rarely Never















Frequency Wearing Masks - Ge ng Takeout From a Restaurant
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Ge ng
takeout from a restaurant
Always Sometimes Rarely Never















Trust in Science Agencies as Source of Informaon on Coronavirus
As a source of informaon about the coronavirus, would you say that you trust, don't trust, or are unsure about science agencies such
as the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) that study infecous diseases?















































Frequency Wearing Masks - Socializing With Family/Friends Dont Live With
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing?
Socializing with family/friends you don't live with
Always Sometimes Rarely Never















General Stress from COVID-19 Pandemic
In general, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means not at al stressed and 10 means extremely stressed, how stressed are you as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic?
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Voted for other 2020 candidate






















































































































































































































































































































Support or Oppose Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinaons for High School Students
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Barber Shop or Hair Salon
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Eang at a Restaurant Sing Outside
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Movie Theater
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Eang at a Restaurant Sing Inside
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Gym or Health Club
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Colege or Professional Athlec Stadium
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Bar or Pub
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a Large Concert
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a State Inland Beach
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Aending a Wedding with 50+ People
Yes No Don't know/Not sure
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Comfortable Doing Folowing Things - Going to a State Beach on the Ocean
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Frequency Wearing Masks - Shopping at a Grocery Store or Pharmacy
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Frequency Wearing Masks - Exercising Outside
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Frequency Wearing Masks - Ge ng Takeout From a Restaurant
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Frequency Wearing Masks - Socializing With Family/Friends Dont Live With
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General Stress from COVID-19 Pandemic
Trust Don't trust Unsure
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Trust in Science Agencies as Source of Informaon on Coronavirus
